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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


TOBACCO  INSPECTION,  MARKET  OTtfS,  WD  LEMONSTR'VIION  SERVICE 

( flue -cured ) 

By  Hugh  '  .  Taylor,  Principal  Marketing  specialist 

Inspection  of  tobacco  according  to  standard  grades  as  an  aid  to  gravers 
in  marketing  their  crop  was  inaugurated  in  1929  by  the  United  ':tates  Depart* 
ment  of  A  \rieulturet    This  service  is  now  about  11  years  old,  but  until  recently 
the  work  has  bean  conducted  on  such  a  limited  scale  that  most  tobaeeo  growers 
are  still  unfamiliar  with  what  the  service  is,  how  it  is  conducted.,  and  how  it 
can  be  of  dollars-and-cent s  value  to  them. 

Reasons  for  the  inspection  and  market  news  service;-:  are  readily  under 
stood  by  every  farmer  v. ho  has  sold  a  split  lot  of  tobaeeo  for  two  widely  dif- 
ferent prices,  or  has  taken  in  a  basket  and  resold  it  on  the  same  floor  for 
possibly  twice  or  three  times  the  first  price.     Every  tobacco  -rower  knows 
there  is  much  uncertainty  about  the  price  any  basket  of  tobacco  will  bring, 
and  that  there  is  a  wide  range  in  the  prices  paid  for  lots  of  tobacco  of  same 
quality.    He  knows  that  often  he  has  lost  money  because  he  Was  on  the  short 
end  of  that  price  range. 

Inspection  and  market  new:;;  services  have  been  developed  to  provide  a 
■easuring  stick  for  quality  and  price  in  order  that  growers  may  protect  them- 
selves against  loss  in  the-  sale  of  their  tobacco. 

The  inspection  service  undertakes  the  inspection  ana   certification  of 
the  grade  of  tobacco,  before  sale,  at  auction  markets.    Fe.oK.~u  tobacco  is  also 
inspected  and  the  grade  is  certified  upon  application  by  interested  parties, 

Tne  Department  of  Agriculture,  cooperating  with  gl:..t~  Agencies,  has  made 
tobacco  inpection  service  and  tobacco  price  reports  available  to  growers  on 
an  increasing  number  of  markets,  to  determine  whether  by  informing  growers 
as  to  the  grade  and  current  market  price  of  tobacco,  basket  by  basket,  the 
auction- market  system  would  be  improved  and  the  wide  range  in  price.;  paid  to 
growers  for  the  same  grade  of  tobacco  would  be  reduced. 

Its  value  as  an  aid  to  growers  in  marketing  tobacco  has  been  fully  dem- 
onstrated,   Although  prior  to  1936  a  small  fee  was  charged  for  tobacco  inspect- 
ion, during  the  years  19,51  to  1935,  inclusive,  from  108  mil]  ion  to  186  million 
pounds'  of  formers'  tobacco  were  sold  annually  by  standard  grades  on  auction 
fflarUors.    Tho  Tobacco  Inspeftion  Act  of  1933  has  made  it  possible  to  expand  the 
service  and  to  put  it  at  the  disposal  of  growers  without  charge  as  rapidly  as  . 
funds  become  available  and  additional  personnel  can  be  trained.     The  Act  provide.'! 
for  three  distinct  services  -  demonstration,  inspection,  and  market  news. 

The  v«l«e  of  the  inspection  service  lies  in  the  fact  that  th<  certificate 
of  grade  on  the  warehouse  ticket  provides  tobacco  growers  with  unbiased  in- 
formation regarding  trie  grade  or  quality  of  each  lot  of  tobacco  offered  for 
sale.    In  connect on  with  the  price  reports,  this  information  gives  them  a 
basis  for  making  an  intelligent  decision  on  whether  or  not  to  accept  a  bid. 

The  tobacco  market  news  service  operates  in  connect ion  with  the  inspect- 
ion service.    After  a  lot  of  tobacco  has  been  sold,  and  has  been  so  entered 
on  the  warehouse  books,  a  coupon  is  taken  from  the  warehouse  ticket  on  each 
basket  of  tobacco.    The  coupons,  showing  the  Federal  grade  and  the  price  at 
which  each  lot  has  been  sold,  are  forwarded  to-  a-  central  oifi.ee.  whore  th,-,y 
are  sorted  according  to  grade  and  the  price  for  each  grade  is  calculated. 
These  prices  are  then  issued  in  the  form  of  daily  and  weekly  price  reports. 

As  regards  the  preparation  for  market  of  f lue-c ur ed  tobacco  the  follow- 
ing placard  was  recently  issued  by  the  Tobacco  Association  of  the  United  States. 

ATTENTION:     TOBACCO  GROWERS 

For  the  Mutual  Good  of  the  Farmer  and  the  Buyer 
Tne  Tobacco  Trade  Asks  four  Full  Cooperation 

SEE  THAT  YOUR  TOBACCO  IS 
CAREFULLY  SO  UTED 
ALL  STRINGS  AMOVED  . 
AND  TIED  INTO  NEAT  UNIFORM 
.  .  I  .  MEDIUM-SIZED  .J3JJTJDLES  •■  ^5.^.1  .-  : "  -  • 

We  Particularly  Advise  You  to  Avoid  Capping  of  Bundles 
and  Oversized  Bundles  and  Suggest  an  Average  of 
17  Leaves  to  the  Bundles 


TOBACCO  ASSOCIATION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


f;AB  FOOD  V  -MINISTRATION 
3Y.0D  DISTRIBUTION  ADMINISTRATION 
TOBACCO  BRANCH 

July  1943 
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FLUE -CURED  TOBACCO  PLANT 


LUGS 
SUB-GROUP 

PRIMINGS 


VLEAF 

SUB-GROUP 
SMOKING  LEAF 


XCUTTERS 


 > 


KEY  TO  STANDARD  GRADE  MARKS  FOR  FLUE -CURED  TOBACCO 


GROUPS 


QUALITIES 


COLORS 


SPECLIL  FACTORS 


A 

-  Wrappers 

1 

-  Choice 

L 

-  Lemon 

V  -  Greenish 

B 

-  Leaf 

2 

-  Fine 

F 

-  Orange 

M  -  Mixed 

H 

-  Smoking  Leaf 

3 

-  Good 

R 

-  Red 

K  -  Variegated 

C 

-  Cutters 

4 

-  Fair 

D 

-  Dark'  Red 

W  -  Unsafe  Order 

X 

-  Lugs 

5 

-  Low 

G 

-  Groen 

U  -  Unsound 

P 

-  Primings 

6 

-  Common 

(L)  Lemon  Side 

N 

-  Nondescript 

(F)  Orange  Side 
(R)  Fed  Side 

For  example i    B4-L  designates  leaf,  fair  quality  anal  lemon  color. 


NO.-  JA3„  -  - 

TOBACCO  INSPECTION  CERTIFICATE 
This  tobacco  inspected  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  under  the  Tobacco  Inspection  Act,  is 
certified  to  be: 
TYPE  12 

BASKET^  3  <l  L/-£  m 

 By-  -  -  -  -  

(Date)  (inspector) 

PLANTER-  -  -Q  irft 

yn-  O  CrC   

PRICE 

-------   -  _iQ±.  LBS. 

BUYER-  ------ 

TOBACCO  INSPECTION  CERTIFICATE  ) 
This  tobacco  inspected  by  the        S •  Department  of 
Agriculture  under  the  Tobacco  Inspection  Act,  is 
certified  to  be: 
TYPHI  1  ? 

J'XiJ-'  W         p   LL  I 
Grade-  -  -  L->_  I  b~-  -  -  ~  _  . 

, .  jo i  jiA^  .  -By-inaOTL * .  -  

BASKET -AJBJ^.HL  "Si  (D-"te)  "  (Inspector  


NO.-  -  Lh  J-  „ 


PLANTER - 
PRICE  $- 
BUYER-  - 


.  .X  


SAMPLE  TOBACCO  WAREHOUSE  TICKETS: 
'  Upper    -    Before  Inspection  and  Sale 
Lower    -    After  Inspection  and  Sale 


